
April 26, 2026 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

1 Peter 2:19-25 
 
What does it mean to be brave? 
 
Sometimes bravery is quiet. 
It’s enduring injustice without bitterness. 
It’s doing what’s right when no one claps. 
It’s following Jesus into sacrifice, not safety. 
 
Jesus didn’t just suffer — 
He suffered bravely. 
He faced betrayal, beatings, and the cross… and stayed. 
Not because He was powerless — but because He was faithful. 
 
And now? He invites us to follow: 
 

꼩꼪꼫꼭꼬 To respond to hurt with courage. 

꼩꼪꼫꼭꼬 To walk through hardship with trust. 

꼩꼪꼫꼭꼬 To live not for ourselves, but for righteousness. 
 
True bravery is staying on the path Christ walked before us — 
even when, especially when it costs something. 
 
Reflect: Do I ever discount or question the bravery the Holy Spirit has given 
me and why? 
 
Pray: Lord, when life is unfair, make me brave. 
When silence is harder than shouting, give me strength. 
Let me walk in Your footsteps, even when it’s costly. 
Amen. 
 

Kenneth Johnson, Redondo Beach Ca, serving a church, preschool, and 
elementary school for over 13 years and keeps playing his baritone sax. 
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May 3, 2026 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily. Be a rock of refuge for me, a 
strong fortress to save me. Psalm 31:2 

 
With the theme of "Brave" I giggled a little when I saw the scripture for 
today. Psalm 31 immediately reminded me of a time when I babysat a little 
boy and in exchange the lady babysat for me, each of us once a week. It was 
a two-hour window. Let's just say, her little guy was rambunctious. I never 
sat down. On the first day I looked at the clock and only 30 minutes had 
gone by. I was sure the clock was broken. Two hours seemed like an 
eternity. I reminded myself that he was only three years old and told myself 
that I could handle it. I put on my brave face each time. The child’s name 
was Kevin and had very similar characteristics to "Home Alone" Kevin. He 
had lots of clever ideas and imagination to boot, and liked to bring in bugs 
and kick the walls. So, if you have ever felt like running away, or counting 
the minutes in front of you until the sweet loves go home, then I, too, like 
others, have been there. I am thankful to teachers who can handle it and 
don’t run away. May you feel Jesus with you, especially on those hard days; 
may you hear Jesus tell you to take refuge in him. Jesus has got you today 
and tomorrow. You can do it. You are brave. Thank you to all teachers and 
administrators for all your hard work and dedication. You are appreciated. 
 
Reflect: How do you dig in on those harder days? 
 
Pray: Dear God, thank you so much for the wonderful days with children. 
Help me remember to reach out to you as my refuge and my strength on 
those days where I need be brave. Amen. 
 

Pastor Susan Dollinger, Longview, WA serves a congregation that is 
passionate about supporting the public schools through grants and service. 
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May 10, 2026 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17 
 

One of my favorite books is Alan Paton’s classic novel Cry, the Beloved 
Country, which is beautifully written and immerses the reader into the 
world of South African apartheid. Two oft-repeated phrases in the book 
have stuck with me over the years. As characters leave a place, they are sent 
off with the words, “Go well.” The person departing responds by saying, 
“Stay well.” This reading from Acts reminds us that whether we are going or 
staying, God is with us. We know that “he who is the Lord of heaven and 
earth does not live in shrines made by human hands” (verse 24). Moreover, 
we are assured that “in him we live and move and have our being” (verse 
28). God is with us! 
 
We all have them—days when we don’t want to go to work, or shuttle kids 
to soccer practice or the orthodontist, or visit relatives who annoy us. Still, 
we know we can “go well” because God goes with us. We all have other 
times when we feel left behind—days when we don’t want to say goodbye 
to someone we love, or face the same old routine, or sit at home as we 
watch others take fabulous vacations. And on those days, we can “stay well” 
because God stays with us. 
 
What courage that gives us to face whatever the day has in store for us! Go 
well. Stay well. God is with you. 
 
Reflect: How might you sense God’s presence in your coming and your 
going today? 
 
Pray: Lord, sometimes I don’t know if I’m coming or going. Still, I live and 
move and have my being in you. Give me the courage to go well and to stay 
well. Amen. 
 
Linda Strader is the Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship at St. John's Lutheran 

Church, Springfield, Illinois. Prior to entering seminary, Linda was a special 
educator and school counselor. 
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May 17, 2026 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Psalm 68: 4 
 

The Message translation of Psalm 68:4 reads, “Enjoy God, cheer when you 
see [God]!” 
 
Those who work in faith-based schools, have opportunities every day to 
model the art of enjoying God and cheering when we see God in everything. 
When I was principal at St. Paul’s Lutheran School, we initiated a practice 
called, God Smiles. At the end of our Worship, we would announce those 
who did a kind thing without the intention of reward or notice. These 
actions were written and placed in the God Smiles box by those who 
witnessed or heard about the action. Each week we read them to teach the 
students to “cheer when we see God” in the actions of others. We have a 
responsibility in our schools to articulate and point to the ways we see God 
in action and in spirit, so our students can develop the habit of cheering God 
and then leave our schools knowing how God is seen through us. 
 
Those who speak Zulu greet each other by saying, “Sawubona,” which 
means, “I see you.” (What if we each make a habit of mentally saying, 
“Sawubona” each time we saw God in action or in spirit during the day. We 
would be saying, “I see you, God.” The more we practice the more we will 
see God’s presence and active work in our world. What a way to enjoy God, 
to find pleasure in the presence of the one who lives within us and around 
us. God, Sawubona! 
 
Reflect: In our fast-paced world, how do you find that you "enjoy God?" 
 
Pray: Gracious God, your essence is in everything. Help me grow "eyes" to 
see you all around me so that I may enjoy your presence more fully. Amen 
 
Dr. Kris Meyer was the principal at St. Paul's Lutheran School in Waverly, IA. 
In her retirement, she lives in Rochester, MN, and works part-time teaching 

school counselors at the graduate level. 
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May 24, 2026 
Day of Pentecost 

Luke 19: 1-10 
 

The week of Pentecost is a time when we truly remember and celebrate 
that the Spirit of God is with us and empowering us. The Holy Spirit fills the 
gathered crowd, and they begin to speak in so many different languages.  
 
But the Holy Spirit isn’t contained to this one amazing story or in just one 
part of the Bible. We are gifted with the presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
here and now, right in our homes, schools, churches, and communities. 
Pentecost is a shining example of the power and wonderfulness of the Holy 
Spirit. But it's not just a story, it's a reminder about how we can turn to the 
Holy Spirit for comfort and guidance. How amazing that we have that 
advocate on our side every single day? How awesome that we can read in 
Acts about the perplexing mix of languages and peoples and know that we 
too are blessed by the presence of the Holy Spirit?  
 
Let us take this Pentecost story as an example and reminder that the Spirit 
cannot be contained.  
 
Reflect: How can you fill your day or week with reminders about God's love 
for you? What are some practices that you can start? For example, every 
day you can notice something that you are grateful for and remember that 
we are part of God's loving community. 
 
Pray: Holy Spirit,  
We pray to you this Pentecost day. We are so in awe that you fill us with 
love and grace. You are our friend through life, each and every day.  
Amen  
 

Deacon Andrew Larsen, Seattle, WA, ELEA Board Member 
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May 31, 2026 
Trinity Sunday 

Matthew 28:16-20 
 

The story of Jesus blessing his disciples with the commission and authority 
to go make disciples by baptizing and teaching is both perfect and odd 
timing. In New Mexico, we’ve already closed our academic year and are off 
to summer adventures. The formal teaching of the school ministry year is 
over already. Yet, others are coming near an end. Whether or not you’re still 
in session, the brave trust of Jesus and the brave perseverance of the 
disciples are for you this week. The story tells a tale of transition. Jesus 
entrusting the good news of the gospel to doubting faithful followers as the 
Gospel of Matthew comes to a close are brave words for the ministry to 
which we are called as teachers and staff of an ELEA site. No matter what 
you find yourself facing, discernment or certain change; rest and renewal to 
start again; a future that is clear or cloudy, remember Jesus is with you. The 
whole Gospel of Matthew ends with Jesus words that will sustain his 
disciple, and us all, to the brave journey of life and faith in community: I am 
with you always, to the end of the age. Well done brave friends! God be with 
you now and always! 
 
Reflect: How has God equipped you to be brave as you move into the 
future? 
 
Pray: Faithful God, as you call us to love and teach, give us wisdom and 
strength to trust your sustaining word of grace. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 

R. Adam Berndt, Albuquerque, NM, pastor of the faith community of Cross of 
Hope Church and School. Grateful to learn and grow together with our 

preschoolers through 5th grade! 
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June 7, 2026 
Proper 5 (10) 

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

Every summer, the question arises: Who is going to be in my class? Class 
rosters appear, and inevitably, at least one teacher visits the office wanting 
to chat about their assignments. As a school administrator, I've heard many 
arguments about why particular students don't belong in "my classroom." 
"I'm not trained to handle that child's neurodivergent behaviors," or "That 
child is a lost cause; nothing I do will help them." 
Sometimes the fix is simple—sharing an aide or additional training. But 
often, teachers work through concerns, ready to create plans so learning 
happens regardless of differences. 
The Gospel from Matthew shows how Jesus assembled his "class roster" of 
disciples. He sought out tax collectors and dined with those who wouldn't 
be welcomed in observant Jewish homes. Jesus didn't flinch when a ritually 
unclean woman pulled on him, asking to be made whole—like the bullied 
child wearing hand-me-downs who we discover is unhoused. Consider the 
child neighbors thought was dead, whom Jesus revived—like the child 
someone described as incorrigible or unteachable, until a teacher fueled by 
Christ's grace finds time, patience, and strategy to move them forward. 
Matthew witnesses to Jesus's transformative love. May you always find will 
to fulfill your teaching vocation, modeling Jesus's grace for students, 
colleagues, and your school community. Walking with children, having faith, 
and being present, you too are making miracles happen. 

Reflect: As we close the 2025-2026 school year, listen to and reflect on the 
comments that people are making about the children in your charge. How 
much have they grown? How have their behaviors changed?  

Pray: Good and Gracious God, send your spirit to open my eyes and see how 
I might help each child grow toward their potential. When I struggle to 
serve every child, may I always look for your image in each eager face. 
When I want to sigh in despair, strengthen my resolve to nurture, teach, and 
love no matter whom you've sent to me. Your welcome and loving kindness 
is for all. 

Chris Comella is principal of Saint Luke Academy in the Lakeview neighborhood 
of Chicago. He has loved his calling as an educator for the last 43 years, serving 
on the ELEA Board, and as an active member of Irving Park Lutheran Church, 

leading the Learning Team and singing in choir.  
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June 14, 2026 
Proper 6 (11) 
Romans 5: 1-8 

In today's world, all we really have left is hope. Paul sums it up with verse 8, 
"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this; While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us." God sacrificed everything; he gave his only son 
for our sins. How many of us could say we would do the same thing? 

God gives us hope for today, for tomorrow, for the future, by placing people 
in our lives to share the good news of Christ. We as followers of Christ have 
a responsibility to share this truth with the children, the families, and all 
who are part of our schools. This year, I took on the role of Temple Talk 
leader in our preschool. It takes a certain kind of bravery to stand in front of 
3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds and share the stories in the bible; you never know 
what kind of questions you may be asked. The stories I shared were stories 
I heard when I was their age. Telling those stories would remind me of who 
first told them to me, most were from my grandmother. She was the most 
faithful person I knew, and she held onto the hope of tomorrow to her end. 
She gave her everything to share the grace and love of God.  

Reflect: How will you share God's love today? 

Pray: Heavenly God, thank you for your son, Jesus Christ. Help us to see the 
hope in our today, tomorrow, and our future. Guide us to help others see 
the hope you provided for us. Amen 

Michelle Schaffer, Preschool Director, 18 years at Christian Day Nursery 
School, part of the ministry of St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Norwalk, Ohio. Also, served as secretary of the NW Ohio Synod Council and 
Vice-President of the NW Ohio Synod Women of the ELCA. 
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June 21, 2026 
Proper 7 (12) 

Romans 6:1b-11 
 

The change is subtle; one might not even notice the differences between 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Later this summer, we might notice- but 
not right today (for those of us living south of the Arctic Circle).  
 
Sunday is the summer solstice; the most daylight of the year in North 
America. This is a major turning point in our seasonality. The summer 
solstice is a good day to be reminded of the most significant turning point in 
the history of the world: the life, death, and resurrection of God’s very own 
Son.  
 
Jesus Christ came to preach, teach, and heal. He was arrested, nailed to the 
cross, and died. He lay dead in the tomb. What seemed hopeless is now 
where we find our hope. New life was breathed into Jesus’ dead body- the 
course of the world has turned. For Jesus’ disciples, it was one abrupt event 
after another- Jesus is alive, Jesus is dead, Jesus is alive again!  
 
We, God’s children, receive the gift of walking in this newness of life 
because God loves us so very much. We don’t earn it- we receive it. It isn’t 
ours alone- the good news is to be shared. Sometimes, God’s action is subtle, 
perhaps unnoticed. God’s Holy Spirit finds a way to continue to lead and 
guide us into the newness of life that comes through Jesus’ resurrection. 
May we walk boldly into the future, sharing the good news with all whom 
we meet.  
 
Reflect: What subtle change has made a big impact on your life? Why? 
When did you notice the impact of the change? 
 
Pray: Dear God, thank you for new life in Jesus Christ. Guide us to walk 
boldly into this new life and lead us to invite others to experience the reality 
of the life you have promised. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Paul Waterman serves as pastor with the people at Elim Lutheran Church and 

Elim Children's Center in Marshalltown, Iowa. 
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June 28, 2026 
Proper 8 (13) 

Genesis 22:1-14 
 

When I taught fourth grade, my class studied the Old Testament. Since this 
story is a part of Genesis, it was one of the earlier chapters in our book. It is 
also a story many children already know. This story has so many good 
lessons for students. First, Abraham could have argued with God, but he did 
not. He did not even question God.  His faith in God was strong, and his faith 
taught him to obey. This is what we want to instill in our children. We walk 
by faith and not by sight. Second, we know that just because we are children 
of God doesn’t mean we won’t face any trials or hardships.  Students need to 
learn that they can develop their faith through challenging situations.  Years 
ago, there was a saying that God won’t give you anything more difficult than 
you can handle. I don’t agree with this. I’m sure Abraham felt that this was 
more than he could endure. When Isaac realized he was to be the sacrifice, 
he had to be scared and wonder why. Just like Abraham and Isaac learned, I 
think students should learn that they will face complicated and trying 
situations. It may seem like more than they can handle, but God will be with 
them. That is the lesson we want them to learn. God is and always will be 
there for them. 
 
Reflect: What challenge or hardship have you experienced that has helped 
shape or strengthen your faith? 
 
Pray: Gracious God, just as Abraham and Isaac showed obedience and were 
willing to trust you, may we all do the same. Help us to always trust you 
even when we don’t understand the situation. In your name we pray, Amen. 
 

Jo Groth, Plainfield, Iowa, was a teacher at St. Paul’s Lutheran School in 
Waverly for 26 years. After her “retirement” from classroom teaching in 2024, 

she became an interventionist at the school. 
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July 5, 2026 
Proper 9 (14) 

Psalm 145:14: "The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all 
who are bowed down." 

 
We must be brave to love one another as Jesus commands. To love means 
placing someone else's interests before ours for the greater good—even 
when it hurts. Young people show bravery in scripture, as when Samuel 
answers God's mysterious call to serve others, the servant girl dares tell 
Naaman where to seek healing, and the boy shares all his food to help Jesus 
feed thousands. It is difficult not to let fear take over—perhaps even more 
so for adults. For example, Jesus declares Peter to be the "rock" on which 
Jesus will build the church. Peter then denies knowing Jesus three times and 
does not help when Jesus is arrested and sentenced to death on a cross. As 
staff giving of yourselves to nurture children, you can remind them that we 
will all have Peter moments. We can take heart, though, and not give up, 
because Jesus does not give up on us! Psalm 145:14 says, "The Lord upholds 
all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down." John 14:16-17 
states Jesus' promise to send the Holy Spirit to offer forgiveness and help us 
be brave when we cannot on our own. The Gospels also describe Jesus 
facing his fear of death with God's help to give us hope. The Risen Jesus then 
forgives Peter and sends the disciples to serve in peace. Jesus offers his 
peace to us as we strive in this fearful world to love one another as Jesus 
first loves us! 
 
Reflect: What part of putting someone else's interests ahead of your own 
for the legitimate greater good strikes the most fear in you? How can faith 
in Jesus and his example on the cross help? 
 
Pray: Gracious God, thank you for the opportunity to nurture your children. 
Help us to model for them bravery and an openness to second chances in 
the face of fear. Thank you for your Pentecost gift of the Holy Spirit, which 
gives us faith to keep striving to love one another. AMEN 
 

Pastor Karl Biermann works as a charitable advisor with the ELCA 
Foundation in IN, KY, OH, and Lower Michigan. He previously served as a 
bishop's assistant and a parish pastor. Pastor Karl is excited that all these 

roles involve supporting children's ministries! 
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July 12, 2026 
Proper 10 (15) 

John 3:1-17  
 

In The Same Boat 
Her name was Cindy, a 4th grader. It was obvious that she and her mom had 
taken great care with her hair and clothes. She spoke well and had friends.   
As a literacy volunteer, Cindy was one of my reading students. When it was 
her turn to read with me, I quickly discovered that this 4th grader couldn’t 
read. There was only silence, met by my own lack of words or plans or 
insight into how to help her. 
Silence. When Jesus taught the disciples in the boat in Matthew 13, he 
explained about seeds and soil. Any reading tutor knows that they are 
books and encouragement. But when Jesus got to the part where he should 
have been talking about the sower of the seeds, there was silence. Is it that 
Jesus stands with us in Cindy’s silence when it’s time to read, and she can’t? 
Or does Jesus stand with us in the silence of the dedicated teacher when 
there’s no time in a busy classroom to stop everything and fill in 4 years 
worth of reading skills?   
I was desperate. But I remembered that the heart of reading is self-
confidence. Cindy and I soldiered through a simple book. I congratulated 
her on each completed sentence. I prayed that it would help. Jesus and 
Cindy and I were in the same boat: what was needed was not panic or 
desperation but confidence, patience, and bravery. I believe it can grow a 
seed. So did Jesus. 
 
Reflect: When you work with a student whose needs seem beyond your 
help, how do you fill the silence in your heart with bravery, acted out in 
faith? 
 
Pray: Who, Jesus, is the sower in your story of seeds and sowing? When it's 
me, make me confident in your nurturing power to bravely work with the 
least of these, filling the silence with knowledge and love. 
 

Richard Dow is a pastor of an ELCA church which has hosted and worked 
alongside an ELEA preschool for over three decades. “I came to this 

relationship between church and school with experience and commitment to 
childhood literacy as a volunteer in civic organizations, schools, and with my 

own children and grandchildren. I love reading: it's a sure way to find Jesus at 
work, speaking to all of us.” 
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July 19, 2026 
Proper 11 (16) 
Isaiah 44:6-8 

Isaiah 44:6-8 is a powerful reminder rooted in God's promises and 
sovereignty, calling us as educators and leaders to trust in the one true 
God—the Creator who knew us before we were formed and who holds all 
things in His loving hands. No matter how chaotic or uncertain our days 
may seem, we can rest in the assurance that God's strength, guidance, and 
steadfast love are with us and the children we serve. This passage 
encourages us to create a safe, nurturing space where children are valued 
and God's grace shines through us, inspiring them to grow in confidence 
and purpose. As educators and leaders, we are privileged to reflect God's 
patience, kindness, and faithfulness, pointing children to the love of Christ 
who is the source of our hope and strength. When we rely on God's 
sovereignty, we are energized and motivated to serve with joy, knowing 
that our work is part of God's divine plan for salvation and new life. Let us 
continue to be faithful witnesses, shining God's light in all we do, confident 
that His promises sustain us and those we care for every day. 

Reflect: How can I more intentionally reflect Christ’s love and faithfulness 
in my daily interactions with children, trusting that God is guiding and 
strengthening me for this important work? 

Pray: Wonderful God, thank You for Your love and for being the one true 
God. Fill me with Your Spirit to reflect Your patience and kindness to the 
children I serve. Guide my words and actions today and help me trust in 
Your strength. Bless the children with Your love and let Your light shine 
through me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 

Macon Ratliff, the Preschool Director at Peace Lutheran Preschool in Peoria, 
Arizona, has seven years here, leading an amazing teaching team and caring 

for young children. 
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July 26, 2026 
Proper 12 (17) 

Matthew 13:33 Jesus told the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 

measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
 

When I was little, I loved baking homemade bread with my dad. As a 
scientist, he delighted in explaining how the yeast worked in the bread 
dough – how it was just tiny organisms that ate some of the other 
ingredients in the dough and then released gas, making the whole ball of 
dough grow and grow. And it only took a little bit of yeast to make a big 
difference in the size of the dough. And once the yeast was mixed into the 
rest of the dough, you could no longer tell which part was yeast and which 
part wasn’t – it all became leavened dough. 
 
One of the first things Jesus said when he began his ministry was “The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,” which means, “the kingdom of heaven is 
walking around in your midst.” Jesus walked around showing us what the 
kingdom of heaven is like. The things that Jesus said and did show us that 
the kingdom of heaven looks like healing the sick, feeding the hungry, and 
welcoming the lonely. The kingdom of heaven looks like remembering and 
telling others that God loves us, no matter what, and that God wants us to 
love others, no matter what. Jesus came to show us what the kingdom of 
heaven is all about, and Jesus calls his followers to be the yeast, helping his 
message of love grow and grow. It only takes a little bit of yeast to make a 
big difference. 
 
Reflect: When have you seen a little bit of love make a big difference? 
 
Pray: Dear God, help us to be like yeast in the world. Use our gifts, talents, 
and resources to help us increase the goodness and joy in the world, 
through your love.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Kristen Rod, Waverly, IA, serving on the staff of the Northeastern Iowa 

Synod, ELCA. Kristen's children have also attended ELCA schools. 
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